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seized only if they should persist in trying to enter
after once having been turned back.
Conciliatory explanations were made by Ham-
mond, the British minister, in notifying our State
Department. He pointed out that only corn and
flour were contraband, that the regulations did not
extend to other provisions, and that they secured
"to the proprietors, supposing them neutral, a full
indemnification for any loss they may possibly
sustain." The special privilege extended to Den-
mark and Sweden was attributed to treaty require-
ments and therefore could not be regarded as
invidious. In reply Jefferson at home and Pinck-
ney abroad argued in behalf of the United States
for the principle that free ships make free goods,
but Great Britain would not hearken to a doctrine
that struck at the efficacy of her sea power.
Washington besought Congress to support the
efforts of the Administration by making, for the
defense of American interests, such provision as
would inspire respect. In his address of December
3,1793, he observed: "There is a rank due to the
United States among nations which will be with-
held, if not absolutely lost, by the reputation of
weakness. If we desire to avoid insult, we must be
able to repel it; if we desire to secure peace, one of